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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cheng 

(US 5,857,567) in view of Fieldhouse (US 2,602,678) and Igarashi (US 5,178,273). 

Cheng teaches a retractable frame (14) of a golf bag (10) including: 

A retainer (141) bolted to the upper edge of the front side of the bag (10); 

two tubes (142) pivotally engaged and capable of swinging at recesses on 
opposing sides of the retainer (141), see Column 2, lines 57-60; 

a coupling at the upper edge of each tube (142), see Figure 3, for 
receiving branches of a fork (143) and the bottom of the fork (143) being fixed to 
the upper edge of a base panel (1 44) of the golf bag (1 0). 

Cheng does not teach a tube receiving an inner tube. 

Fieldhouse teaches a golf bag including a pair of tubes or legs (32) being 
adjustable in length, including: 

a fixation hole at the lower edge of tube (32); 

an inner tube (43) with a through hole at the upper edge aligned with the 
fixation hole of the tube (32); a pin (36) inserted through the fixation hole and 
through hole for adjustably inserting the inner tube (34) within the tube (32). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the tube/legs of the retainer assembly taught by 
Cheng, to include an inner tube received in a tube/leg, for providing an adjustable 
height position for the golf bag and improving storability of the bag assembly. 

Igarashi teaches a golf bag assembly wherein golf bag support assembly 
tubes (1 30, 1 30A), see Figures 9-11) are shown to include hinge (1 34, 1 38) for 
collapsing the tubes and improving the storability of the bag. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the tube/ legs of the golf bag assembly taught by 
Cheng modified by Fieldhouse, to further include a hinge for further collapsing 
the tubes of the assembly and further improving the storability of the golf bag to 
save storage space. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ross, Jr. teaches a retainer assembly for a golf bag. Chung 
teaches an automatic retainer for a golf bag. Cheng teaches a retainer support set for a 
bag. Hseih teaches an adjustable retainer assembly. Lee teaches a golf bag stand. Wu 
teaches a golf bag frame retainer assembly. Sundara et al teaches a golf bag stand 
system. Shiao Chen teaches a golf bag retainer system. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly E Campbell whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
4264. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (703) 305-0168. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




